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Natural Resources 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
The Rochester Subarea lies nestled in a broad reach of prairie and wooded 
landscape located in the Chehalis River basin.  Most of the region is 
characterized by relatively lowland flat topography, with floodplains along the 
Chehalis River. Wetlands are located along the Scatter Creek drainage basin 
and in some undeveloped areas. 

More information relating to critical aquifers, wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat 
areas, floodplains, and geologically hazardous areas for all rural 
unincorporated county are part of Chapter 9, Environment, Recreation, and 
Open Space of the Comprehensive Plan.  

Inventory of Critical Areas 
Type Subtype Acreage % of Total Subarea 

Oak Woodlands Conifer Deciduous 201.35 2.34 

 Oak Deciduous 194.27 2.54 

Wetlands Wetlands & Hydric 
Soils 

420.78 4.88 

Floodplains 100 Year Floodplain 755.10 8.76 

 500 Year Floodplain 0.51 0.01 

Source: Thurston Geodata, 2019 
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